
Ne w  England h as  country m us ic roots  th at are  jus t as  de e p and s trong and long-live d as  th os e  as s ociate d w ith  th e  
South e as t.  In fact, s w ings  th rough  Ve rm ont, Maine , ups tate  Ne w  York  and s outh e rn Canada w e re  th e  m ains tay of 
m any Nas h ville  country acts  during th e  40's  and 50's . Som e  north e as t citie s  e ve n h ad th e ir ow n live  s tage  s h ow s  and 
radio broadcas ts , s uch  as  Bos ton's  W COP H ayloft Jam bore e  and Sch e ne ctady, NY's  W GY Radio Ranch , w h ich  
fe ature d local and national country artis ts  on w e e k ly s tage  s h ow s .  Th us  it's  not s urpris ing to find bands  lik e  Big Spik e  
living and th riving in rural north e rn Ve rm ont!

Th e  m e m be rs  of Big Spik e  all s e e m  to be  draw n to th e  s am e  e le m e nts  in country m us ic. Th e  band aim s  to re cre ate  
a s ound th at is  long gone  from  country m us ic, a s ound clos e r to th e  h onk y-tonk  and e arly blue gras s  s ound of th e  50's  
th an it is  to w h at's  playe d in Nas h ville  today.  Country m us ic th rough  th e  19 50's  didn't dis tinguis h  blue gras s  from  
"country and w e s te rn"; it w as  all jus t "country m us ic", s o doing a W e bb Pie rce  or Ge orge  Jone s  s ong blue gras s  s tyle , 
as  Big Spik e  ofte n doe s , fits  righ t in w ith  th e  tradition.  W ith  tw o e xce lle nt fiddle  playe rs  in th e  band, th e y ofte n re ve rt to 
th e  full, tw in fiddle  s ound th at w as  an inte gral part of e arly country m us ic. 

Banjo playe r Bill Gas ton gre w  up on 60s /70s  rock  and roll w h ile  living in Ne w  Je rs e y. H e  be gan playing guitar in 6th  
grade , but re calls  th at h e  got h is  introduction to blue gras s  m us ic accide ntally at th e  age  of 15 by h is  be s t frie nd. "H e  
and I w e re  riding dow n Route  23 in a pus h button trans m is s ion Dodge  Dart, and I pick e d up a cas s e tte  th at w as  lying on 
th e  s e at and droppe d it into th e  cas s e tte  playe r. It w as  th e  Os borne  Broth e rs  and th e  firs t s ong on it w as  Ruby and I 
jus t about h ad a h e art attack !" 

Bas s  playe r Mik e  Santos us s o als o got h is  m us ical s tart playing clas s ic rock  and jaz z .  H e  als o s pe nt tim e  playing “in 
th e  pit” for m us ical th e ate r.  H is  firs t e xpos ure  to blue gras s  w as  a re cording of th e  group “Old And In Th e  W ay”.  M ik e  
s ays , "I love d th e  drive  w ith out th e  drum s , th e  jaz z -lik e  s pirit of im provis ation, th e  cool vocal h arm onie s , and th e  fact th at 
th e  m us ic s ounde d lik e  th e  m us icians  w e re  re ally h aving a gre at tim e ."  Afte r m oving to Ve rm ont, Mik e  co-founde d th e  
popular jam gras s  band, “Sm ok in' Gras s ” w h ich  re corde d a num be r of CD's  and toure d th e  country s e ve ral tim e s .  

Guitaris t Pe te  Langde ll h as  be e n playing traditional m us ic s ince  h igh  s ch ool.  Be tte r k now n as  a luth ie r, h e  is  
re cogniz e d inte rnationally as  th e  de s igne r of Rige l Mandolins , bas e d in Cam bridge , Ve rm ont.  "One  of th e  coole s t 
th ings  I h ave  is  a picture  of Bill Monroe  playing a Rige l," h e  s ays .  "H e  as k e d to play it at W inte rgras s  th e  ye ar be fore  h e  
die d. H e  s e t th e  s tandard for e ve ryth ing in blue gras s , and h e re  h e  w as  as k ing to play one  of m y ins trum e nts ." 

Fiddle r Fre e m an Core y gre w  up on a dairy farm  in Be ns on, Ve rm ont.  H e  le arne d to play from  h is  fath e r, a w e ll-
k now n old tim e  fiddle r.  H e  re calls , "My fath e r le arne d h undre ds  of tune s  from  oth e r local m us icians , m any of w h om  
w e re  farm e rs  and lum be rjack s . Once  th e  day's  w ork  w as  done  on th e  farm , m y fath e r w ould play th e  fiddle  or play 
m us ic from  th e  20's , 30's , and 40's  on th e  piano. As  a ch ild, I fe ll as le e p lis te ning to all th os e  gre at old tune s ." 

Mandolin playe r and fiddle r Ne il Ros s i originally le arne d to play th e  banjo afte r h e aring Th e  Os borne  Broth e rs  play 
on W e s t Virginia radio s tation W W VA. "I th ough t th at w as  th e  coole s t s ound I'd e ve r h e ard. I didn't e ve n k now  w h at th e  
m us ic w as  calle d, but I k ne w  I h ad to play it," h e  s ays .  H e  h as  pre vious ly playe d and re corde d w ith  Th e  Spark  Gap 
W onde r Boys , and w ith  Th e  David Brom be rg Band.

Big Spik e  fe e ls  th at it's  not e nough  to jus t do th e ir s ignature  clos e  h arm ony and im pre s s ive  ins trum e ntal w ork  to 
k e e p an audie nce  inte re s te d.  Th e y fe e l s trongly th at it's  im portant to bring a s e ns e  of h um or and e nth us ias m  to th e ir 
m us ic.  Says  m andolinis t Ros s i, "W ith  as  m uch  re h e ars ing as  w e  do, w e  s till ne ve r th ink  of th is  as  w ork  w h e n w e  ge t up 
on s tage .  W e 're  h aving too m uch  fun up th e re ."
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